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THE ENCHANTED GARDEN 


(English translation of L’Enfant et les Sortiléges by Maurice Ravel) 


The story is set in Normandy on a quiet afternoon. A boy, seven, is grumbling about his home- 
work. He would much rather go outside. His mother comes in and scolds him for failing to do 
his lessons and for spilling ink on the carpet. She tells him he will have tea without sugar and dry 
bread. ; 


The boy becomes angry and breaks furniture, smashes the clock, and pulls the cat’s tail. As he 
sinks into an armchair exhausted the furniture comes to life to threaten him and the chair does a 
dance with the couch. The cups and teapot also do a saucy dance. The fire orders the boy to stand 
back as he warms good people but burns bad ones. 

The boy has broken some china shepherds and shepherdesses with their sheep and they remind 
him that he has ruined what used to make him smile. A princess emerges from a fairy tale book 
he has torn to say she is through with him. Numbers come to life from the pages of his arith- 
metic book and confuse him with questions. Cats sing a duet in cat language and are joined by a 
chorus of frogs. 

The boy flees out of the house, telling the garden it is lovely to find it unchanged. But then he 
begins to be harassed again, first by trees that he had cut with a knife, then in turn by a dragon- 
fly, a bat, and a squirrel that the boy is keeping in a cage. 

All the animals decide to unite and punish the boy. In the confusion a squirrel is hurt. The 
boy nurses him tenderly and this kind act induces the boy’s tormentors to forgive him. 
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L’ENFANT ET LES SORTILEGES 
(The Enchanted Garden) 


A lyric fantasy in two acts 
Music by Maurice Ravel 
Poem by Colette 
English Translation by Viola Tunnard 
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OPERA DEPARTMENT 


MUSIC STAFF 
Music Director: Maestro Ernesto Barbini 
Hear Coach, Conductor: Alfred Strombergs 
Vocal Coaches: George Brough, Nora Clemons, Eugene Plawutsky, Margaret Zeidman 


STAGE DIRECTORS 
Dr. Herman Geiger-Torel, Robert Sherrin, Paul Mills (Student Director) 


TECHNICAL STAFF 


Technical Director: Therald Todd 
Assistant Technical Director and Stage Manager: David Hignell 


INSTRUCTORS 


Acting /Improvisation: Leon Major 
Stage Movement: Amelia Itcush 
Eurythmics: Donald Himes 

Voice & Speech: Esme Susan Crampton 
Theatrical Makeup: Danny Jellis 
Stagelighting: Donald Acaster 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S THEATRE 


Two holiday shows 
for your children 


1. “THE DOG & THE STONE” 
Dec. 20, 21; Daily Dec. 26 through Jan. 4 at 1:30 and 3 p.m. 

(No shows New Year's Day) 

at THE COLONNADE THEATRE 

131 Bloor Street West — 925-4573 


2. “THE MAGIC TRUMPET” 
A new Canadian children’s musical 
Dec. 21; Daily Dec. 26 through Dec. 30 at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Jan. 2 through 4 at 1 p.m. 

at TORONTO WORKSHOP PRODUCTIONS 
12 Alexander Street — 925-8640 
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